
 
  
Regional Freedom of Information Officer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
Office of Ecosystems, Tribal and Public Affairs 
1200 6th Avenue ETPA-124 
Seattle, WA 98101 
  
March 27, 2018 
 
Submitted via FOIAonline 
 
Re: Freedom of Information Act request (EPA documents and correspondence pertaining 
to the Idaho Cobalt Project) 
 
Dear Regional Freedom of Information Officer: 
 
The Idaho Conservation League (ICL) hereby respectfully requests production and 
delivery of the records described below pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 
U.S.C. § 552 (“FOIA”) and the pertinent EPA regulations, 43 C.F.R. § 2.5 et seq.  
 
It is our understanding that the Idaho Cobalt Project, located in Lemhi County, ID, and 
currently owned by eCobalt, is preparing to resume operations after a five-year hiatus. In 
light of this resumption of activities, the ICL submits the following request to the EPA to 
provide documents and correspondence associated with Idaho Cobalt’s NPDES permit. 
 
Requested Records 
 
All requested records are associated with NPDES Permit No. ID-002832-1 for the Idaho 
Cobalt Project. Several of the requested records directly refer to items listed within the 
Schedule of Submissions from this permit.  
 
ICL requests the following records from EPA:  

 
1. Idaho Cobalt Project’s NPDES renewal application (Schedule of Submissions 

#12) that was required at least 180 days before the expiration of the existing Idaho 
Cobalt NPDES permit; including any correspondence or exchange of information 
related to this issue sent to or received from Formation Capital Corporation, eCobalt, 
or internally within the EPA; including cover letter for permit renewal application 

2. Quality Assurance Plan (Schedule of Submissions #2) that was required within 90 
days of the effective date of the existing Idaho Cobalt NPDES permit 



3. Best Management Practices Plan (Schedule of Submissions #3) that was required 
within 120 days of the effective date of the existing Idaho Cobalt NPDES permit 

4. Fish Tissue Study Plan (Schedule of Submissions #4-6) that was required within 90 
days of the effective date of the existing Idaho Cobalt NPDES permit, including the 
Fish Tissue Study Plan Approval Notification and Fish Tissue Baseline Results (if 
available) 

5. Aquatic Invertebrate Sampling Program (Schedule of Submissions #7-9) that was 
required within 90 days of the effective date of the existing Idaho Cobalt NPDES 
permit, including the Aquatic Invertebrate Sampling Program Approval Notification 
and Aquatic Invertebrate Baseline Results (if available) 

6. Copper Loading Demonstration Plan (Schedule of Submissions #10) that was 
required prior to the commencement of discharge in the existing Idaho Cobalt 
NPDES permit 

7. Any Discharge Monitoring Reports (Schedule of Submissions #1) generated by the 
permittee while operating under the existing Idaho Cobalt NPDES permit, including 
results of both effluent and surface water monitoring 

8. Any Noncompliance Reports generated by the permittee while operating under the 
existing Idaho Cobalt NPDES permit 
 

The requested documents include, without limitation, copies of all responsive documents 
in the possession of the Environmental Protection Agency, regardless of whether the 
documents were generated by the EPA or from some other source.   
  
To the extent practicable, we prefer these documents to be released in electronic format, 
via email or on a thumb drive or CD.  
 
Even if an exemption under FOIA to withhold documents applies to any of the above, 
production of all reasonably segregable portions of documents are explicitly requested.  
Electronic versions of the requested records are preferable, but all FOIA deadlines are 
still in force regardless of the format of the delivery and production of the records. 
 
While we will pay up to $25 in processing fees, we respectfully request that you waive all 
fees in connection with this request, as provided by 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) and 7 
C.F.R. § Pt. 1, Subpt. A, App. A, § 6. 
 
The Idaho Conservation League is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to 
protecting and conserving natural resources in the Idaho and Intermountain West. It has 
no commercial interest in the requested records. The organization’s sole interest in 
obtaining the requested records is to analyze the information, disseminate it to the public, 
and use it to inform future conservation efforts in the region.  
 
The requested information consists of documents not previously made available to the 
general public. Thus, the only means by which the public may obtain such information is 
through release of the requested documents. The Idaho Conservation League will use the 
information subject to this request to gain an understanding of the actions of the EPA or 
affiliated management entities, and to ensure that the Idaho Cobalt Project is properly 
permitted under Clean Water Act regulations prior to resuming operations. The Idaho 
Conservation League has substantial ability to disseminate such information to the public, 



both through publications such as our quarterly newsletter, and through postings on our 
website (www.idahoconservation.org). Accordingly, the Idaho Conservation League is 
entitled to a full fee waiver for this request.  
 
Please feel free to contact me to discuss any aspect of this request. As required by the 
Freedom of Information Act, a response to this request must be made within 20 working 
days of your receipt of this letter (5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i)). Thank you for your 
assistance. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,    
                                                                

 
 
Josh Johnson, Central Idaho Conservation Associate      
Idaho Conservation League     
jjohnson@idahoconservation.org                                  
(208) 726-7485 x 2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


